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Gracie and Elena are more than just sisters, they’re also best friends.

With only twenty-two months between them, they share more than

clothes, toys and hobbies; they also share their lives. This was the way

Brooke and I intended it from the beginning. Having both come from
(1)

families where we were three or more years apart from our siblings, we

felt that our children would benefit from being two years apart or less.

Little (how / did / were / know / right / we / we).

(2)
At twenty-two months, Elena had no idea how much her life was

about to be impacted, but she did know she was now a big sister. Proudly
wearing her “I'm a New Big Sister” pin at the hospital, she took to her
duty as *bottle feeder as she gave up her room and her toys for the(za)ne_w
addition to the family. And although they would play with each other and
spend hours in the family room, we soon realized how much they would
come to love each other the day we heard Gracie laugh for the first time.
Around six months after her birth, we found Gracie giggling in her swing
while Elena danced and made funny faces in front of her. It’s never been
the same since. Now Gracie returns the favor daily with her *staged antics
and *infectious smile.

Even today, Gracie is the comedian while Elena is the comforting

mom. Just this morning while Gracie was upstairs in the midst of a

mper tantrum over her clothing selection, and Brooke and I had all but
siven up, Elena quietly climbed the stairs to calm her sister. Five minutes
‘ter, she came downstairs holding Gracie’s hand remarking to both of us
‘how wonderful Gracie looked this morning, while Gracie wiped away

‘lears. Not only had she managed to calm Gracie, but she also dressed her
‘ (4)
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“in_the exact clothes that we had failed to get her to wear twenty minutes

carlier.

Friends don’t have to be the same in order to get along. Sometimes

it is the differences that make a friendship work. In Gracie and Elena’s

(5)
case, it is also what makes them perfect for each other.
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*temper tantrum: JiKL
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() Elena had expected the impact which would be brought by her sister.
@ Elena was matured enough to comfort Gracie whenever she was in a temper
tantrum.
@ The author was confident that his daughters could take advantage of being
close in age.

@ Her sense of being a big sister encouraged Elena to take care of Gracie.
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Varming up
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